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• We can’t give specific release dates, because many factors could impact the date, but we know 
many of your students have already heard from some of our campuses

• Every campus has its own portal, and applicants were invited to create an account after 
applying

• If a student hasn’t created a campus portal account they should do so as soon as 
possible so they can view their decision from that campus

• They will typically need their application ID number; they can log back into their 
application to find that number if they didn’t write it down originally

• Only admitted students will also receive an admission packet via postal mail; non-
admits will only receive their decision via the portal
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• Students should consider how large of a student population they want
• Location is important: do students want to be close to home, close to an airport, near the 

beach, etc. – these may have been factors they considered when deciding where to apply, but 
now they really need to focus in on the campuses where they’ve been admitted

• Not every student has a major in mind, but for students who do they should consider the 
availability of that major; students who are undecided should consider the majors that are 
available at the campuses they are considering to see if there are sufficient options that pique 
their interest

• All of our campuses guarantee housing (or housing priority) for freshmen, but that guarantee 
ranges from 1-3 years

• While tuition will be consistent across our campuses, the amount of scholarships that a 
student might receive will vary, and that should be taken into consideration, as well as the 
benefits that might come with the scholarship (priority enrollment, choice housing, etc.)

• An important part of selecting a college is considering the non-classroom options available to 
students. Are sports important? What about clubs or community service opportunities? Are 
research options readily available? Are there students with my same [race, ethnicity, sexual 
orientation, religion, etc.] on campus?

5



In light of the current COVID-19 situation, our campuses have canceled their open house events 
and are creating virtual events instead. This is the list of virtual events that admitted students will 
be able to attend. It’s the next best thing to attending in person!

This pdf is online now on the Downloadable Resources. These are open events for all admitted 
freshmen. 

Please note: Irvine does not have a public website for their event. The information is accessible 
through the admitted student portal. 
UCSC has invitation only events for admitted students. 
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Nearly all of our campuses offer virtual campus tours. We also encourage admitted students to 
take a virtual tour of the campuses to help them decide which campus might be right for them.
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• Every student is admitted provisionally until they have meet the conditions of admission
• The conditions/provisions of admission are included with the admission letter/packet
• Students who cannot meet one or more of the provisions must notify the campus right away; 

instructions for notifying a campus will be included in the admissions contract
• If your school cannot meet the July 1 deadline, please contact AskUC@ucop.edu with your 

school name, CEEB code, and a date when transcripts will be available
• This is only if your entire school will be late with transcripts; if it’s just one student who 

can’t get transcripts on time, the student needs to communicate with the campus 
directly.

• An admission offer may be withdrawn – on a case-by-case basis – if a student is unable to 
meet the conditions of admission, including not submitting required transcripts and test scores 
on time

• Campuses will send warnings to the student about missing documents, but after 
repeated warnings an admission offer could be withdrawn
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• Cost of attendance includes tuition & fees, room & board, books & supplies, and other living 
expenses

• Gift aid refers to grants and scholarships – money that does not need to be repaid
• Self-help aid includes loans and work

• Cost of attendance – Gift Aid = Net Cost
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• The SIR is the document students submit to indicate that they are accepting the offer of 
admission

• Some campuses are moving away from the “SIR” term, but students must still “accept” 
the offer of admission

• Students may only submit one SIR to one UC campus
• Students who accept an offer at multiple UC campuses will need to withdraw all but 

one of those, and the deposits at the other campuses are not refundable
• Students will also submit the Statement of Legal Residence so the Registrar’s Office can 

determine if they are a CA resident for tuition purposes
• Students who received a fee waiver for the application will have their deposit fee deferred until 

the fall when financial aid is dispersed
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• Students should carefully review all information included in their admission packet to make 
sure they meet the housing application deadline

• Deadlines will range from May 1 to June 1; late applications are not guaranteed 
housing

• As of fall 2019, UC Merced requires incoming freshmen to live on campus for two years
• Exceptions can be made for students who live with their parents in Merced County, if 

they are over 21, if they are military veterans, if they are married or have a family, and 
for other unusual circumstances

• UCSB’s guarantee is a 2+2; students who live on campus for 2 years (guaranteed) are 
guaranteed a 3rd & 4th year in a university apartment
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• All campuses offer some form of orientation for incoming freshmen
• Many orientation programs are offered in the summer, but some are held immediately 

before the fall term begins
• This is typically when students enroll in courses for their first term at UC
• Students may also have an opportunity to take placement tests (Math, Chemistry) during 

orientation
• Programs may range from a single day to a full week
• There is usually a fee for orientation, which may be deferred until financial aid is dispersed

13



Academics
One of the most important academic resources that students have at their disposal is academic advising. This is where students 
can meet with professional advisors about their major, graduation requirements, coursework, and anything else relating to their 
academic career. This continues on at the college and departmental level where students can schedule meetings with advisors or 
utilize drop-in hours. 
Every UC campus offers resources for first generation and income-eligible students. The counselors in these resource centers 
work with students one on one to help them achieve their academic goals and offer support when needed. 
The Educational Opportunity Program is a great resource. In addition to helping first generation students academically, EOP can 
also help students understand their financial aid, as well as where to apply for additional scholarships and grants. 
Financial
financial aid offices will take appointments with students, as well as offer resources such as financial literacy workshops.
Every UC campus offers an emergency grant, should a student have a medical emergency that they need help paying for.
All UC campuses have a staff member who can provide students with information they need to enroll in CalFresh, which provides 

financial assistance for purchasing food to low-income California residents. Every campus also has a food pantry on campus 
and/or partnership with a local food bank that facilitates food distribution on campus and a meal sharing program that allows
students to voluntarily donate their unused meal plan credits for use by students in need.
Undocumented students who have attended school for 3 or more years in CA or AB540 students are eligible for Cal 

Grants, UC grants and scholarships, and private scholarships. Some UC Campuses also offer institutional work-study 

and loans for undocumented students. Legal aid is also available for undocumented students and their families.

Professional
Every campus offers a free career center where students can receive counseling about future career options, their field of 
interest, interview skills workshops, and help building their resume. Online databases specifically for UC students help them find 
on and off campus jobs and internships to help them develop their resumes. Career centers across the UC also host yearly career 
fairs where students can meet prospective employers.
Many UC campuses will also have pre-professional programs, designed to supplement a student’s major and help them gain 
valuable internship experience. 
Seeking out opportunities for research helps students develop their resume while diving deeper into their field of study.
Many Greek Chapters offer professional development opportunities as well social networking. In fact, some are designed 
specifically for certain fields of study, such as health.



Health & Safety 
All UC students are required to have health insurance and all campuses have student health services, where students can make 
appointments with doctors, nurse practitioners, fill prescriptions, and much more.
Mental health is just as important as physical health, so all students have access to free counseling at each campus. Counseling is 
with a trained professional, who can also refer them to a psychologist in their area. Some students prefer to speak with someone
their own age, and for that, some UC campuses offer mental health peers who can talk with students about common issues and 
stressors in college. Students also have peer advising for their physical health on some UC campuses.
All students have access to the recreation center or gym on campus with no cost to them and many campuses are also instituting 
meditation centers, nap centers, and massage centers as well. 
In addition, there are always resources for students with disabilities or special needs. These can vary from physical 
accommodations to classroom accommodations, depending on the needs of the student.
Lastly, along with student health being a priority for us in their transition to the UC, it is also important that they feel safe on their 
UC campus. All UC campuses have a UC Police Department, which not only protects and maintains the safety on campus, but 
often holds workshops and educational events for students. Many campuses also employ trained students who can escort other 
students anywhere on campus, day or night.
Social 
Each campus has hundreds of clubs and organizations for students to join, ranging from cultural, to social, to academic clubs and 
organizations.
You may have students who were involved with student government in high school, and they can continue this involvement at 
the UC. Our students have a say in just about everything that goes on on each of our campuses, so it’s a great way for them to 
have their voices heard.
Many of our campuses have social, academic and even cultural Greek organizations. Students can rush as early as their first 
quarter or semester in most cases.
If you have student athletes who want to continue to have fun in their sport while in college, they can join an intramural sport. 
All UC campuses offer housing for undergraduates - this may be in dorms or apartments, it might be guaranteed or required. 
Many UC campuses also have specialty resource centers, designed for students to connect with others who have similar 
backgrounds, needs, or interests. These resource centers are a hub for students to connect to one another, host programs, and
educate other students on campus.
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Waitlists
• Students who receive a waitlist offer are NOT automatically on the waitlist; they must opt-in to 

the waitlist
• Students need to adhere to the opt-in deadlines
• Many campuses allow students to also include additional information and/or 7th

semester grades when opting-in
• Campuses maintain multiple waitlists, based on college/school/major and residency; that’s 

why students aren’t ‘numbered’
• In general, students should not expect any offer from a waitlist until after May 1

• Campuses need to assess whether they have space for additional students after the 
deadline has passed

• Students should NOT give up an offer elsewhere on the hope of gaining admission off 
of a waitlist

Appeals
• Campuses have rigorous review procedures; very unlikely they “made a mistake”
• New and compelling information is essential, but will still not guarantee that a decision will be 

reversed
• Campuses may not have every appeal reviewed by May 1, so students should assume that the 

appeal will not be successful and accept an offer elsewhere

Whether admitted off of a waitlist or by appeal, students will need to withdraw their intent to 
register at other institutions if they plan to accept the new offer; deposits are not refundable
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• The transfer option gives students a second chance at their first choice UC
• Most campuses admit transfers at the junior level

• Students with AP and college credit from high school may reach junior level 
sooner

• The admission criteria for transfers focuses heavily on preparation for the intended 
major (undeclared is not an option for transfers)

• Over 90% of transfers to UC come from the California community colleges
• UC is committed to enrolling one new transfer for every two new freshmen
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